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PEQUANNOCK, LINCOLN PARK, AND FAIRFIELD SEWERAGE AUTHORITY 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

December 18, 2024 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Pequannock, Lincoln Park, and Fairfield Sewerage Authority was held on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. in the Administration Building, 188 Lincoln Boulevard, 
Lincoln Park, New Jersey. Chairman Kohle called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: Raymond Verdonik, Robert Voorman, Arthur Schmidt, David Runfeldt, Thomas 
Boorady, Jerry Notte, Anthony Campisi, David Kohle  

Also Present: Thomas Bongiovanni, Executive Director; Karen Napolitano, Secretary; Brian 
Carey, Authority Engineer; Matthew Marotta, Cleary Giacobbe; John Scheri, Mott 
MacDonald 

 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
by filing written Notice and Agenda with the Authority Secretary and Municipal Clerks of Lincoln Park, 
Fairfield and Pequannock, and the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority, by having 
said notice and agenda posted on the public bulletin boards in the respective municipal buildings and 
by serving notice thereof to the Herald, Record, and Suburban Trends newspapers. 
   
MINUTES APPROVAL:  November 13, 2024 (Regular Meeting) 

Mr. Voorman called for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 13, 2024, 
seconded by Mr. Notte. 

AYES:  Voorman, Notte, Verdonik, Schmidt, Runfeldt, Boorady, Campisi, Kohle 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

FINANCE 
Mr. Notte referred to the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December (copy attached), the 
monthly financial reports for Mott MacDonald and Cleary Giacobbe, and the vouchers. He 
recommended the vouchers be paid as presented. 

PURCHASING and PERSONNEL 
Mr. Campisi presented the Personnel Actions for the month of December. He noted that a 
discussion would be held in Closed Session regarding one of the Personnel Actions and 
recommended that a potential vote be taken after returning to open session. 

     
      PLANT OPERATIONS 

Mr. Schmidt referred to the Operations Report on the table. Mr. Bongiovanni noted there have been 
a few odor complaints over the past few months. These complaints have been investigated.  
 
PLANNING and EXPANSION 
Mr. Boorady had nothing to report. 

      CONSTRUCTION 
Mr. Verdonik had nothing to report. Mr. Bongiovanni reported that the Boiler Project was rebid, and 
two bids were received. He noted that these bids were more in line with the Authority’s estimates 
and are now under attorney review. 
 
INSURANCE and LEGISLATIVE REVIEW    
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Mr. Voorman reported that the insurance policies are up for renewal and referenced Mr. Carey’s 
memo on the table. Mr. Carey reported the property coverage rates are up partly due to the 
extreme weather damage in the south. In addition, our provider has included a 4% inflation guard to 
protect it from further value increases. Mr. Carey also reported that the Workers’ Compensation 
premium has decreased approximately 30% because of our more favorable experience rating. He 
also noted that the UST coverage continues to be a problem due to the old fuel storage tanks, 
which we are working to remove. Overall, insurance costs are down 4% as compared to last year. 

 
LEGAL and PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Mr. Runfeldt had nothing to report. Mr. Marotta reported there is a proposed amendment to the 
public notification requirements, as some major New Jersey newspapers will no longer be providing 
print copies. Public entities will now be allowed to post online. The proposed legislation is temporary 
until a more permanent solution is decided on.  

  
MANAGEMENT REPORT  

Mr. Bongiovanni reported that the DEP released their anticipated proposed surface water quality 
standards regarding PFAS. He explained that these standards are orders of magnitude below what can 
be detected. If these standards are implemented and PFAS limits are set for TBSA’s effluent, it would 
be extremely difficult and expensive to comply. A discussion ensued. Mr. Bongiovanni noted that there 
is a resolution on the agenda expressing the Authority’s opposition to this proposal. 

Mr. Bongiovanni referred to the 2024 Executive Director Objectives list on the table. He stated that 
there were a total of 161 actions on the list and 123 of these items have been completed. 21 items are 
not due in 2024 but are being tracked for future action. There are 6 pending items which need action by 
the Board or a third party to complete those items. There are 6 active, in-progress items which are not 
yet complete. The remaining 4 items are being deferred into next year for reasons noted in the list. He 
welcomed any comments or questions. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT  

Mr. Scheri referred to the monthly Engineer’s Report provided and brought the members up to date on 
all on-going projects.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: FY 2024 Preliminary User Charge Adjustments  

Mr. Kohle referred to the Preliminary User Charge Adjustments on the table and the corresponding 
resolution on the agenda for approval. Mr. Bongiovanni recommended that the Board consider the use 
of surplus to offset a portion of the User Charge Adjustment as indicated in Alternative C.  

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

All members received copies of the correspondence prior to the meeting. All correspondence is on file 
with the Authority Secretary. Mr. Kohle noted the correspondence from NJM complementing the 
Authority on the condition of its facilities. 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

None 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
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RESOLUTION #24-065:  FY 2024 User Charge Adjustments and Refunds 

 WHEREAS, the Pequannock, Lincoln Park, and Fairfield Sewerage Authority has determined 
Annual Charges for Fiscal Year 2024, in accordance with Section 409 (C) of the Service Agreements 
with its Participants; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority desires to make adjustments to the originally budgeted Fiscal Year 
2024 User Charges to implement said determination of Annual Charges; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority also desires to help offset any negative impacts of said adjustments 
by refunding operating surplus; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Pequannock, Lincoln Park and Fairfield Sewerage 
Authority as follows: 

1. The following adjustments of User Charges have been determined and are approved by the 
Authority: 
  $   95,355.00 is owed by the Township of Pequannock 

  $ 198,399.00 is owed to the Borough of Lincoln Park 

  $ 216,248.00 is owed by the Township of Fairfield 

           $ 113,204.00 is owed to the PRBRSA 

2. The following amounts shall be encumbered from surplus funds, to constitute a refund to the 
Participants as follows:  
             $   79,582.00 to the Township of Pequannock 

 $   90,836.00 to the Borough of Lincoln Park 

 $ 172,830.00 to the Township of Fairfield 

 $ 156,752.00 to the PRBRSA 

3. The aforementioned adjustments and refunds for each Participant shall be combined to 
constitute a single dollar amount either to be refunded as a credit or charged as an amount due from 
each Participant, as follows: 

          $   15,773.00 owed by the Township of Pequannock 

          $ 289,235.00 owed to the Borough of Lincoln Park 

          $   43,418.00 owed by the Township of Fairfield 

        $   269,957.00 owed to the PRBRSA 

The sum of the combination of adjustments and refunds for each Participant, pursuant to paragraph 3 
above, shall be applied as a credit to the first quarter Participant payment and, if necessary, to the 

second Participant payment of the Fiscal Year 2025 Annual Charge.                   
     

MOTIONED BY: Mr. Runfeldt; SECONDED BY: Mr. Boorady 
AYES: Runfeldt, Boorady, Verdonik, Voorman, Schmidt, Notte, Campisi, Kohle 
 

RESOLUTION #24-066:  
FY 2025 BUDGET– AMENDMENT NO. 1 

           REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN TITLE, TEXT, OR AMOUNT 
          OF APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 5:31-2.8 

             
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:31-2.8 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services 
may, at the request of, or with the consent of, the governing body of an Authority or District, make such correction 
of the title, text or amount of any appropriation appearing in the budget as may be necessary to make said item of 
appropriation available for the purpose or purposes required for the needs of any such Authority or District; 
 NOW THEREFORE, Be It Resolved that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:31-2.8, the 
Pequannock, Lincoln Park, and Fairfield Sewerage Authority hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services to make the following corrections in the budget for the year 2024: 
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1. Increase the Appropriations for “Unrestricted Net Position Utilized - Other” category, on page F-4 as 
follows: 
  From: $            0             

    To: $ 500,000 
2. Decrease the Operating Revenues for the “Services Charges - Intergovernmental” category on page 

F-2 as follows: 
  From: $ 12,850,408 
      To: $ 12,350,408 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing correction is, in the opinion of the governing body, 
warranted and authorized by the statute above referred to, and is necessary for the orderly operation of the 
Authority for the reasons hereinafter set forth: 

1. The $500,000.00 increase in Appropriations is being made from available surplus funds and will 
facilitate a reduction in annual charges. 

2. The $500,000.00 decrease in Revenues is a result of end of year credits and adjustments of FY 2024 
user charges and refunds of surplus funds that will be credited in FY 2025.  
    
                          

_________________________________________  December 18, 2024 

(Secretary’s Signature)                (Date) 
 
 

Governing Body 

Member: 

Recorded Vote 

Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

David Kohle     

David Runfeldt     

Jerry Notte     

Raymond Verdonik     

Arthur Schmidt     

Thomas Boorady     

Anthony G. Campisi, Jr.     

Robert Voorman     

 
 MOTIONED BY: Mr. Voorman; SECONDED BY: Mr. Campisi 
 AYES:  Voorman, Campisi, Verdonik, Schmidt, Runfeldt, Boorady, Notte, Kohle 
 
RESOLUTION #24-067: Authorize Renewal of Insurance Policy for Property and Liability 

 WHEREAS, the Pequannock, Lincoln Park and Fairfield Sewerage Authority must renew its 
insurance policies annually upon expiration on December 31st; and  
 WHEREAS, the Authority has received an insurance policy renewal proposal for all of its 
property and liability insurance policies from Willis of New Jersey; and 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4(a)(3), the Authority certifies the availability of 
funds to cover the maximum dollar value of the pending contract as set forth in this Resolution; 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Pequannock, Lincoln Park and Fairfield Sewerage 
Authority that the renewal of insurance policies for 2025 is hereby awarded to Willis of New Jersey, in 
accordance with its proposals for policies effective January 1, 2025. Notice of this action shall be 
published in one of the official Authority newspapers. 
 
MOTIONED BY: Mr. Runfeldt; SECONDED BY: Mr. Boorady 
AYES: Runfeldt, Boorady, Verdonik, Voorman, Schmidt, Notte, Campisi, Kohle 
 
RESOLUTION #24-068: Authorize Renewal of Workers’ Compensation Insurance Policy 



 

Page 5 of 7 
 

 WHEREAS, the Pequannock, Lincoln Park and Fairfield Sewerage Authority must renew its 
insurance policies annually upon expiration on December 31st; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority has received an insurance policy renewal of its Workers’ 
Compensation Policy from New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Co.; and  
 WHEREAS, the Authority has had a previous history of good dividends paid by New Jersey 
Manufacturers; and 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4(a)(3), the Authority certifies the availability of 
funds to cover the maximum dollar value of the pending contract as set forth in this Resolution; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Pequannock, Lincoln Park and Fairfield Sewerage 
Authority that the Workers’ Compensation Policy for 2025 will be renewed with New Jersey 
Manufacturers Insurance Co. 
  Notice of this action shall be published in one of the official Authority newspapers  
 
MOTIONED BY: Mr. Voorman; SECONDED BY: Mr. Runfeldt 
AYES: Voorman, Runfeldt, Verdonik, Schmidt, Boorady, Notte, Campisi, Kohle 
 
RESOLUTION #24-069: Address NJDEP Anticipated Amendments to SWQ Standard Criteria for 
PFOA, PFNA, and PFOS 

 WHEREAS, the Pequannock, Lincoln Park, and Fairfield Sewerage Authority (hereinafter the 
“Authority”) is committed to protect the public health and to protect, preserve, and enhance water 
quality; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority is ready and willing to do its part to mitigate the proliferation of per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known as “PFAS”, to protect public health and the environment using 
methods that are based on sound science, existing analytical capabilities, and feasible technology; and  
 WHEREAS, in April 2024, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) 
issued enforceable drinking water standards to protect the public from exposure to PFAS at a maximum 
of 4 parts per trillion and further announced one billion ($1,000,000,000) dollars in funding to assist 
communities to implement PFAS treatment for public and private water systems; and 
 WHEREAS, in September 2024, USEPA published final water quality standards for ten (10) 
individual PFAS compounds; and  
 WHEREAS, on November 21, 2024, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
(“NJDEP”) announced its plans to propose amendments to its Surface Water Quality Standards 
(“SWQS”), N.J.A.C. 7:9B, to include new freshwater and saline water criteria for PFNA, PFOA, and 
PFOS; and  
 WHEREAS, the proposed limits for certain PFAS are more than one thousand times (1,000x) 
more stringent than the USEPA final water quality criteria for the protection of fish and aquatic life and 
more than one thousand times (1,000x) below the current detectable limit achievable by certified 
laboratories; and 
 WHEREAS, NJDEP’s proposed amendments would result in effluent limits for wastewater 
plants that are not consistent with current detection capabilities; and  
 WHEREAS, NJDEP’s proposed amendments would require wastewater treatment plants to 
install enhanced secondary and tertiary treatment technology that are not yet well-proven; and 
 WHEREAS, the cost of compliance with NJDEP’s proposed amendments would run to the tens 
of millions for most plants individually and to the tens of billions for New Jersey wastewater treatment 
plants in total, without any announced funding from the State; and 

WHEREAS, as laboratories achieve lower detection limits, compliant treatment plants, who 
have previously achieved non-detect sampling results, may begin to detect regulated PFAS compounds 
above permitted limits, resulting in additional infrastructure and treatment costs; and 

WHEREAS, it also appears NJDEP did not consider the effect of these amendments on sludge 
management and disposal, because these proposed limits could lead to the inability to dispose of 
sludge in a timely and effective manner; and   
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WHEREAS, the excessive costs would be passed on to the wastewater customers, many of 
whom live in disadvantaged communities and have low to moderate levels of income. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Pequannock, Lincoln Park, and Fairfield Sewerage 
Authority, that the Authority calls on the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to 
reconsider the amendments to Surface Water Quality Standards (SWQS) at N.J.A.C. 7:9B,  “New 
freshwater and saline water criteria for PFNA, PFOA, and PFOS”. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution will be sent to: 
Victor Poretti, Director 
Division of Water Monitoring, Standards and Pesticide Control 
and  
Kimberly Cenno, Bureau Chief 
Bureau of Environmental Analysis, Restoration and Standards 
NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
Department of Environmental Protection 
P. O. Box 420 
401 East State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Email: SWQS@dep.nj.gov 
 
MOTIONED BY: Mr. Notte; SECONDED BY: Mr. Verdonik 
AYES: Notte, Verdonik, Voorman, Schmidt, Runfeldt, Boorady, Campisi, Kohle 
 
RESOLUTION #24-070: Operating Vouchers Approval (copy attached) 

MOTIONED BY: Mr. Notte; SECONDED BY: Mr. Runfeldt 
AYES: Notte, Runfeldt, Verdonik, Voorman, Schmidt, Boorady, Campisi, Kohle  

RESOLUTION #24-071: Construction Fund Vouchers Approval (copy attached) 

MOTIONED BY: Mr. Verdonik; SECONDED BY: Mr. Notte 
AYES: Verdonik, Notte, Voorman, Schmidt, Runfeldt, Boorady, Campisi, Kohle 
 
RESOLUTION #24-072: Closed Session 

WHEREAS, The Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 provides that a 
public body may exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at which the public body discusses 
certain matters for which confidentiality is required as permitted in Section 7b of the Act; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Pequannock, Lincoln Park, and Fairfield Sewerage 
Authority, as follows: 
 1.  The following matters are to be discussed by the Authority on a confidential basis as 
provided for in Section 7B of the Act: 

a. Personnel Matters  
            2.   The matters will be considered at this meeting and the public shall not be admitted to this 
discussion. 
 3.  It is not known when or if the matters to be discussed in closed session can be disclosed to 
the public. 

On motion by Mr. Campisi, seconded by Mr. Verdonik, and all in favor, Closed Session was approved. 
Mr. Kohle noted that actions may be taken following Closed Session.  

The meeting went into Closed Session at 5:00 p.m. and reconvened to the public at 5:03 p.m. 

mailto:SWQS@dep.nj.gov
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